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A Note From the Editor-
The 27th Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Academy of Science 
was held on May 1 and 2, 1959, at Bethel College in St. Paul. The 
general program, bringing together the membership of both the Acad-
emy and its associated Junior Academy, involved the reading of 
papers in a wide variety of fields. It may unquestionably be agreed 
that the avowed purpose of the Minnesota Academy of Science, as 
expressed in its original Articles of Incorporation, has been amply 
met when the diversity of interests reflected in the papers read at the 
Bethel College meetings is considered. Science, pure and applied, 
wholly technical or directed to interpretation for a lay public, comes 
of age in Minnesota and meets the criteria stated in the defined aims 
of the Academy: 
The advancement of pure and applied sciences through the fos-
tering of research, education, and understanding; to provide an 
organization of persons engaged or interested in science, espe-
cially in the State of Minnesota; to hold meetings for the presen-
tation and discussion of scientific matters; to publish scientific pa-
pers; to encourage research and education in science for the pub-
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